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It has been fantastic having all the children back at school. We pray, that as restrictions ease,
we will all be able to spend quality time with family and friends, whilst continuing to keep safe.

Citizenship Fortnight offers the children and staff an opportunity to develop their Christian
beliefs and faith through their actions. This is done within a theme. The title of our theme
this year was Friend's of the Earth. We focused on increasing our knowledge of ourselves,
our worth and what we can offer to our community as stewards of God's Creation.
In the EYFS, we learned all about insects and the part they play in the environment. We
went on a minibeast hunt to see them in their natural habitat. We learned how to look
after minibeasts and even got to hold some snails.

In year 1, our focus for Citizenship Fortnight was Bees. We learned lots of amazing facts
about bees and why they are so important for all of us. We investigated the type of plants
that would attract bees and did some observational drawings of the flowers. Then we
planted some plants to create a bee friendly garden. We made some honey sandwiches
and wrote the instructions for them.

For citizenship fortnight, Class 2 have been thinking about bees and why they are so
important to us and also the different ways we can help to save them from extinction.
The children created beautiful art work for our display including bee diagrams and they
made posters and fact file books.
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The Children from Years 3 and 4 had the task of improving a small area in the school
playground to provide a "Prayer Patch". Year 3 worked very hard on finding scripture to
support our well being and then they wrote prayers that will be displayed within the "Prayer
Patch".

Year 4 studied a variety of grottos and then designed and created a grotto for our statue
of Mary. They used a range of recycled materials to make flowers and a surround for Mary.

The Year 5 focus for Citizenship fortnight was about creation and understanding that we
are stewards of the planet. They based their scripture reference on the creation story in
Genesis. Year 5 researched and focused on Newham Council's decisions on improving local
environments by directing traffic through main roads and blocking back roads with large
planters, also known as modal filters. They also wrote their own newspaper articles, as well
as discussion texts for and against the LTN scheme.

In Year 6 for citizenship fortnight, we researched the ‘Low-Traffic Neighbourhood’ (LTN)
Scheme. Firstly, we wrote newspaper reports explaining what the scheme is all about.
Secondly, we wrote discussion texts in which we presented the arguments ‘for’ and
‘against’ this scheme.
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Bikeability and The Big Pedal
Some of our Year 5 and 6 children were lucky to
have a week of Bikeability training in school. Our
bike experts helped the children to develop their
cycling skills including how to check the safety of
their bicycles, how to improve their pedalling and
some pupils were able to graduate to road cycling.

During the last two weeks in April, St Michael's
pupils participated in Sustrans Big Pedal alongside
hundreds of other schools across the country. St
Michael's counted their best five days and came
114th out of 574 small schools across the country.
We made 2,822 journeys in total and we helped to
do our part to create a healthier and less polluted
Newham.

Brilliant
Club
Congratulations to all our Brilliant Club pupils
who completed the Programme and joined other
schools across the country, at the recent
Virtual Graduation Event, to celebrate their
achievements. The Scholars Programme is
challenging at the best of times but for you all
to produce such great work, without ever
meeting your tutor in person, having all your
tutorials delivered remotely, is absolutely
fantastic. You should all be very proud of
yourselves!
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At St Michael’s we aim for all our children to
become fluent, confident readers with a passion for
books. With this in mind, we have implemented Read
Write Inc in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2. They
have been learning simple ways to remember the
letters and sounds using familiar rhymes and
phrases. The children have been very positive about
the programme, they have enjoyed using flashcards
and being able to read with growing independence.
They are proud of what they have been able to
achieve.

Olive Dining
This term we have had the privilege of
welcoming Olive Dining to our school. The
children have been really impressed with
the changes they have made and have all
commented that it’s like being in a
restaurant. Olive Dining have introduced a
new, varied menu which has encouraged
more children to try school dinners!
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