
In the footsteps of Jesus, we strive to achieve excellence in everything we do  

As we come to the end of our first half term back at school, we wanted to showcase all of the achievements we 
have made. It has been amazing being back together with our school family and we have all put 100% effort into 

making our school a safe and happy place to be in.  

Black History Month
This year children at St Michael’s have been exploring significant Black people from Britain. With the 

support and guidance of their teachers, students had a great time finding out about the Black Britons who 
helped shaped the country.

In EYFS we learnt about Sir Mo Farah and Sheku Kanneh- Mason. 
We read picture books written by black authors and even received 

a message from Sarah Asuquo herself! We also created artwork 
inspired by black artists which are displayed proudly outside class.

In Year 3 we have been learning about Pablo Fanque; a circus performer 
and owner. He was a very well respected man in the Victorian age and 

achieved great success despite coming from a very poor background. We 
have learnt: about Pablo Fanque’s life and what it would have been like in 
the Victorian age and the presence of black people in Britain before the 

slave trade.

In Year 1 we have been learning about Ethel Scott. Ethel lived in 
Upton Park and Leigh on Sea. In 1930 Ethel broke the world record 

for the 60 m sprint. She was the first black woman to represent 
Great Britain in an international competition. She won a silver 

medal at the 1930 World Games.

In Year 2 we have been learning about Sarah Forbes Bonetta. She was the 
daughter of a chief in Nigeria. Sarah was very intelligent and talented. She was 

later given as a gift to Queen Victoria. We learnt about: where Nigeria is on 
maps, what life was like during the Victorian era, and why Sarah Forbes was 

significant. 
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 Year 4 has been transported to the mid 1700, looking at the life of 
Olaudah Equiano. Olaudah was captured from his backyard, in what 

is now Nigeria, aged 11, along with his sister, by two men and a 
women. As a free man, Olaudah settled in England; he got married, 

became  a writer and became an avid campaigner to free slaves.

In Year 5 we’ve been learning about Ignatius Sancho. He was born on a 
ship which was carrying kidnapped people from Guinea in West Africa 

to a life of enslavement in the Caribbean. He wrote several plays, 
composed many pieces of music and four books of his music were 

published. He was the first person of African origin to vote in a British 
general election.

In Year 6 we have been learning about John Blanke, otherwise 
known as the Black Trumpeter. He was a highly respected 

musician in the early 16th century. We know that he came to 
England in 1501 as one of Catherine of Aragon’s attendants, 

when she married Prince Arthur, Henry VIII’s older brother, that 
he was given a huge pay rise by Henry VIII and expensive 
robes when he got married.  We had the opportunity to 

complete an online workshop looking at black Victorians, with 
the National Archives team.

This year’s theme 
for Black History 

Month was 
Significant Black 

Britains.
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On Thursday 29th September we all came together to 
celebrate St Michael’s Day. We all enjoyed a Mass together in 
the morning and spent the afternoon crafting tea light holders 
in the shape of the Michaelmas Daisy. The candle serving as a 

reminder that Jesus is the light of the World. 

St Michael’s Day

Nursery 
Jayden Jessica Johan, Amelia, Erynn, Gabriella, 
Rhea, Prissence
Reception
Joseph, Janella, Wilson, Jack, Anaiah, Skylah, 
David
Year1
Eva, Maria, Raymond, Lassyhani, Nicola, Alwin, Mi
Year 2
Alina, John, Mayra, Namitha, Kelvin, Meyyan
Year 3 
Anima, Annabel, Anthony, Ava, Jude, Ryan, Denis, 
Dymon, Angel
Year 4
Aidan, Aiden, Angel, Hermione, Neithan,
Ruben, Anusha, Teo, Faith, Ava
Year 5
Aleksandra, Alyssia, Amali, Elizabeth, Harshini, 
Nylah, Valerija, Juan, Emeraude, Leslie, Jasia, jed, 
Franklin
Year 6 
Luginton, Tatiana, Riley, Enoch, Chloe, Jayden, 
Natasha, Oliver

The Right Reverend Bishop Alan visited us in September to 
officially welcome us all to a new school year. The children learnt 
all about the role of the Bishop and prepared questions to ask 
him on the day. Bishop Alan happily spoke with the pupils about 
his early career, mishaps as a new Bishop and even his daily 
fitness routine. We were honored to host him at St Michael’s.

Bishop Alan

Congratulations to our newly 
elected Junior leadership 
team. The Junior Leadership 
Team, consist of children from 
Year 6. They will meet with 
staff and discuss issues that 
are important to the children's 
learning.  They have an 
agenda which they create, a 
member of the JLT takes the 
minutes and another chairs 
the meeting. We look forward 
to hearing more from the 
team in the future.


